Pseudolithoxus kelsorum is described as a new species based on type material from the upper Orinoco in Amazonas State, Venezuela. Pseudolithoxus kelsorum is diagnosed from all other Pseudolithoxus by having dark brown to black base color with eight to 11 (usually nine) light yellow vertical or oblique transversal bands between orbits and caudal fin, bands wide and rarely but sometimes incomplete or contorted as swirls (vs. dark brown to black base color with 18 or more thin, light yellow, frequently contorted transversal bands between orbits and caudal fin in P. tigris; black base color with small white spots in P. anthrax and P. nicoi; and light brown base color with dark brown to black spots in P. dumus). Distributions of P. kelsorum and other Ancistrini taxa support the presence of a zoogeographic filter limiting fish distributions across a reach of the Orinoco River between the Ventuari-Orinoco confluence and the Maipures rapids.
Introduction
Isbrücker and Werner (Isbrücker et al., 2001) erected Pseudolithoxus and designated Lasiancistrus tigris as the type species and L. anthrax, L. dumus, and L. nicoi as congeners. Although Isbrücker and Werner provided only a brief description and no diagnosis for Pseudolithoxus, those species form a monophyletic group previously diagnosed by Armbruster and Provenzano (2000) . Characters given by Armbruster and Provenzano (2000) as diagnostic for this group include evertible cheek plates, a dorsoventrally flattened body, extrememely hypertrophied odontodes on elongated pectoral-fin spines and along the snout margin, and three rows of plates on the caudal peduncle. Phylogenetic analysis of osteological characters inclusive of all Ancistrini genera (Armbruster, 2008) 
